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Table  -  gift  to  Lincoln 


SUPPOSED  GIFT 
TO  LINCOLN  WITH 
I  NOTE  DISCOVERED 

State  Register  Special  Service 
LINCOLN,  111.,  June  5.— Efforts  are 
beii^g  made  here  to  trace  the  history  | 
of  a  v/alnut  table  back  to  November 
4,  1857,  when  It  Is  believed  the  piece 
of  furniture  was  presented  to  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  by  "Uncle  Billie"  Miller 
of  Springfield,  as  a  gift  on  the  fif- 
teenth wedding  anniversary  of  the 
Lincolns. 

An  owner  in  Lincoln  discovered  a 
scrawled  message  in  a  leg  of  the  table 
which  reads  as  follows: 
;  "I  may  be  dead  when  this  note  is 
found  in  the  leg  of  this  table  v/here 
I  have  placed  it,  but  if  it  is  ever 
found  you  will  know  that  the  table 
was  given  to  Abraham  Lincoln  on 
his  fifteenth  wedding  anniversary  by 
;one  of  his  best  friends. 

"Uncle  Billie  Miller, 
i  "Springfield,  111.. 

"November  4,  1857." 

A  comparison  of  dates  and  the 
judgement  of  authorities  on  Lincoln 
lore  would  indicate  that  the  note  is 
authentic.  The  owner,  who  declines 
to  make  his  name  public,  says  he  dis- 
covered the  note  by  accident  while 
repairing  the  leg  of  the  table.  The 
initials  "R.L."  and  the  date  "1847" 
scratched  underneath  the  table  on 
'one  side  have  been  found  and  are  be- 
lieved to  have  been  put  there  by 
iRobert  Lincoln  who  was  then  13 
:years  old. 

The  Lincoln  owner  says  the  table 
has  been  in  his  family  for  years  but 


that  it  only  came  into  his  possession 
recently  after  having  been  stored  in 
the  cellar  of  his  cousin's  mother's 
home  in  Bloomington.  The  table 
was  remodeled  by  the  late  possessor 
into  a  breakfast  table.  It  had  end 
wings,  five  legs  and  five  leaves. 


Believe  Lincoln  Sold 
Old  Table  in  Feb.  1861 


Evidence  that  Abraham  Lincohi 
sold  his  household  goods  in  Spring- 
field before  moving  to  Washington 
early  in  1861,  was  discovered  today 
by  Judge  L.  B.  Stringer,  Lincoln 
historian,  in  the  search  for  infor- 
mation concerning  the  old  walnut 
table,  owned  by  George  Wunderle, 
of  this  city,  in  which  a  long  hidden 
letter  from  tJncle  Billy  Miller,  a 
friend  of  Lincoln,  was  discovered 
this  week. 

In  Herndon's  Life  of  Lincoln, 
written  by  William  Herndon,  Lin- 
coln's law  partner,  it  is  stated  that 
"Early  in  February  (1861)  the  last 
preparations  for  the  journey  to 
Washington  had  been  made.  Mr. 
Lincoln  had  disposed  of  his  house- 
hold goods  and  furniture  to  a  neigh- 
bor and  had  rented  his  house." 

It  was  previously  known  that  Mr. 
Lincoln  rented  his  home  to  L.  Til- 
ton,  president  of  the  Great  Western 
railroad,  just  before  moving  to 
Washington,  and  had  moved  into 
the  Chenery  hotel  during  his  last 
week  in  Springfield  while  his  house- 


hold goods  and  ^ome  were  being 
disposed  of. 

It  is  presumed  that  Tilton  was  the 
neighbor  who  acquired  the  furni- 
ture, including  the  walnut  table, 
given  the  Lincolns  by  William  Miller 
on  their  fifteenth  wedding  anniver- 
sary in  1857.  , 

Nothing  further  has  been  learned 
concerning  the  early  history  of  the 
two  William  Millers,  whom  early 
historians  show  to  have  lived  in 
Sangamon  county  during  the  decade 
prior  to  the  Civil  War. 

Had  the  old  Miller  letter  in  the 
hidden  hole  in  the  table  leg  been 
discovered  a  few  years  earlier,  it  is 
believed  that  Robert  Todd  Lincoln 
could  have  shed  much  light  on  the 
history  of  the  table.  Mr.  Lincoln 
died,  but  a  few  years  ago.  When  a 
lad  of  thirteen  it  is  believed  he  cut 
his  initials  on  the  under  side  of  the 
table,  and  no  doubt  he  would  have 
remembered  the  boyhood  occurrence 
as  well  as  be  acquainted  with  the 
anniversary  table  and  his  father's 
friend,  Billy  Miller. 


Table — ^Note  found  la  Leg. 


Above  is  a  photo  of  the  note  found  in  a  table  leg  which  is  believed 
to  have  been  the  property  of  Abraham  Lincoki  during  his  residence  in 
Springfield.  The  note  was  discovered  several  days  ago  when  the  table 
was  undergoing  repairs.  The  note  was  signed  by  "Uncle  Billie"  Miller,  and 
efforts  to  trace  him  in  Lincoln  history  have  so  far  proven  fruitless.  The 
table,  according  to  the  note  "was  given  to  Abraham  Lincoln  on  his  fif- 
teenth wedding  anniversary  by  one  of  his  best  friends."  j  


Lincoln,  Illinois, 
June  la,  1929. 


TO  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN: 

With  reference  to  f>  table  now  In  ponpession  of  Mr,  George 
runderle,   218  South  Lo^^an  Street,   in  this  city  (Lincoln,  Illinois), 
I  malce  the  following  statement: 

On  the  momlnp;  of  June  fourth,  1929,  Mr,  Wunderle  csme  to  my 
office  In  the  Lopan  Uounty  Court  House,   bringing  with  him  a  note, 
written  on  Pncient  paper,  which  Mr,  Wunderle  stated  to  me  he  l  had' 
accidentally  discovered  in  the  leg  of  a  walnut  dining  table,  which 
table  he  hpd  secured  trom  his  sl!?ter,  Mrs,  Rose  Callon,  of 
Blocmlngton,  Illinois,   and  which  table  he  had  worked  oyer  into  a 
breakfast  tsble. 

The  not*?  re?9d  a^  follows: 

Springfield,  111,, 
Nov,  4,  1957, 

I  may  be  dead  when  this  note  is  found  in  the  leg  of  this 
table  where  I  have  placed  it,   but  if  it  is  ever  found,  you 
will  know  that  the  table  was  given  to  Abraham  Lincoln  on 
nis  15th  Wedding  Anniversary  by  one  of  his  best  friends. 

Uncle  Bl  Hie  Miller, 

I  examined  the  note  carefully  and  from  the  ancient  texture  of 
the  paper  and  all  the  surrounding  circumstances,  I  was  convinced 
that  the  note  was  genuine  and  was  written  on  the  day  it  bears  date, 
namely,  Nov,  4,  1857  which  was  the  fifteenth  anniversary  of  Mr, 
Lincoln's  marriage  to  Mary  Todd. 

The  note  was  in  a  rolled  form,  which  required  unrolling  to 
be  read  and  this  had  to  be  done  with  great  care  as  the  paper  had 
become  brittle  with  age.    I  suggested  to  Mr.  Wunderle  that  he 
enclose  it  in  a  frame,  under  glass,   to  protect  it,  which  he  later 
dl  d. 

Later  in  the  day,  I  examined  the  table  closely.    The  leg  of 
the  table  had  split  and  I  found  that  a  hole  or  groove  had  been  bored 
into  the  table  leg  with  an  auger,  upward  from  the  caster-hole,  some 
six  inches,   as  if  to  make  a  secret  pocket  in  the  leg.    The  hole 
showed  that  it  was  an  ancient  boring  and  the  splitting  of  the  leg 
was  evidently  due  to  the  weakening  caused  by  the  groove.  Turning 
the  table  upside  down,  I  found  some  rude  initials  and  figures, 
apparently  made  by  a  child,  scratched  on  the  rough  portion  of  the 
bracing  of  the  table.    The  tracing  was  "R.  L,  1857".    At  that  date 
Robert  Lincoln  was  tourteen  years  ot  age. 
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The  history  of  the  table,   as  I  gathered  It  from  Mr.  Wunderle, 
and  which  I  have  veritied  to  my  own  satisfaction,   is  as  follows: 

Some  time  in  the  fall  of  1928,  Mr.  Wunderle  was  visiting  his 
sister,  Mrs,  Rose  Gallon,  of  North  Lee  Street,  Blooraington,  Illinois. 
In  the  cellar  of  her  home,  he  came  upon  this  table  in  its  original 
form.    He  discovered  thnt  it  was  made  of  walnut,   and  being  a  painter 
and  a  wood-finisher,  he  suggested  that  he  might  be  able  to  make  something 
out  of  it.    Mrs.  Gallon  informed  him  that  the  table  belonged  to  her 
Sister-in-law,  Mrs,  May  Wunderle,    to  whom  it  had  been  given  by  her  mother, 
a  Mrs,  Burns,   then  deceased,   that  Mrs.  Wunderle  had  turned  it  over  to 
Mrs.  Gallon,  but  that  Mrs.  Gallon  having  no  place  tor  it  had  stbred  it  in 
Her  cellar. 

Mr.  Wunderle  then  secured  the  table  from  Mrs.  May  Wunderle,  giving 
her  a  painted  screen  in  exchange  for  it.    Mr.  Wunderle  then  brought  the 
table  to  his  shop  in  Lincoln. 

in  inspection  of  the  table  showed  i  t  to  have  been  originally  a 
five-leaf  extension  dining  table.    The  extension  leaves  were  all  missing. 
The  table,  however,  still  had  two  drop  leaves,   a  good  margin  ot  walnut 
board  on  eaoh  end,  more  or  less  warped,   end  had  the  five  original  legs. 

Mr,  Wunderle  worked  the  table  into  a  breakfast  table,  removed 
the  fifth  leg,  shortened  the  reaches,  cut  the  leaves  down  where  they 
were  warped  and  ret ini shed  and  waxed  the  table  until  it  presented  a  very 
excellent  appearance  as  an  up-to-date  piece  of  furniture.    He  also  removed 
the  old  casters,  «8  they  had  worked  loose,   and  took  the  table  to  his  home, 
intending  to  place  "gliders"  in  the  legs  of  the  table  at  a  later  time. 
i?'rom  that  time  until  June  third,  Mr.  Wunderle  and  his  family  ate  irom  the 
table,   totally  oblivious  of  the  existence  ot  the  strange  note  reposing  all 
the  time  in  the  leg  of  the  table. 

Later,  Mr,  Wunderle  purchased  three  chairs  to  match  the  table  and 
finding  that  the  chairs  would  not  go  under  the  drop  leaves,  he  decided  to 
-raise  the  table  by  putting  new  casters  in  the  legs.    Along  in  March  1929,. 
one  of  these  casters  worked  l^ose  and  was  continually  drooping  out.  He 
first  plugged  the  caster  with  paper.     This  proving  unsatisfactory,  he 
decided  to  drive  in  a  wooden  plug.     In  doing,  so,   the  leg  of  the  table 
split,  leaving  a  crack.    He  then  tied  up  the  leg  with  a  stout  cord,  so 
that  the  crack  would  not  widen. 

On  Monday,  June  third,  being  detained  at  home  with  a  severe  cold, 
he  decided  to  mend  the  crack  with  glue.    He  untied  the  cord  and  was 
endeavoring  to  adjust  the  caster  when  the  note  ??bove  described  dropped 
out  of  the  groove  In  the  leg  ot  the  table  to  the  floor.    He  read  the 
note  with  astonishment  and  endeavored  to  reach  me  at  once,  but  could  not 
locate  me.     He  came  to  my  ottice,  however,   the  next  morning  as  above 
stated,  yrin^infn  the  note  with  him. 

I  have  known  Mr.  Wunderle  since  his  boyhood.    I  know  him  to  be 
thoroughly  truthful  and  reliable,    and  I  am  convinced  that  the  tacts  above 
are  exactly  as  they  occurred,    Mr.  Wunderle  toad  no  knowledge  of  Lincoln 

history  except  in  a  general  way  and  no  knowledge  of  the  date  of  Mr. 
Lincoln's  marriage  or  his  period  of  residence  in  Springfield  until  I 
intormed  him. 

The  note  is  blurred  in  places  but  whether  due  to  age  or  rust  or 
discoloration  from  the  varnish  remover  used  or  from  water  seeping  into 
the  crack,   it  is  impo^^slble  to  determine. 


T 
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Herndon's  History  of  Lincoln  States:     "Early  in  Jjebruary  (1861) 
tbe  last  item  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  preparation  for  the  journey  to  Washington 
had  been  made.    Mr,  Lincoln  had  disposed  of  his  household  goods  to  a 
neighbor,  had  rented  his  house  and  as  these  constituted  all  the  property 
he  owned,   there  was  no  further  concern  on  that  score." 

In  an  article  read  by  A.  L.  Bowen,  of  Springiield,   to  the  Lincoln 
Centennial  Association,  Jj'ebruary  12,   1925,  Mr.  Bowen  states  that  the 
first  tenant  of  the  Lincoln  home,   after  Mr.  Lincoln's  election  as 
President,  was  one,  L,  Tllton,  who  Mr,  Bowen  states  was  "Listed  as 
president  of  the  Great  Western  Railroad,   the  first  steam  railroad  in 
Illinois  and  now  part  of  the  Wabash  system",   that  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Lincoln, 
gave  a  farewell  reception  at  the  Lincoln  homestead  on  J«'ebruary  sixth, 
1S61,   and  thnt  there  is  an  account  that  the  Llncolns  then  lived  at  the 
Chenery  House  preceding  their  departure  to  Washington,   that  Mr,  Tllton, 
the  railroad  m«n,   occupied  the  Lincoln  home  until  as  late  as  1869,  if 
not  later,  when  the  Tiltons  moved  to  Chicago  and  that  "during  his 
tenancy,"  the  home  was  open  to  the  public  and  thous«?nds,  especially 
soldiers,    thronged  its  rooms. 

In  this  connection,  It  maybe  also  stated  thatMrs.  Burns,  now 
deceased,  7,-ho  gave   the  table  in  question  to  her  daughter,  Mrs.  May 
Wunderle,  bought  the  table  secondhand,   (so  Mrs,  Wunderle  says  her 
mother  told  her)  from  a  railroad  man,   who  was  employed  at  the  Chicago 
&  Alton  railroed  shops  at  Bloomington.    It  is  not  unreasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  the  neighbor  to  whom  Mr,  Lincoln  sold  his  household  goods, 
gs  stated  by  Herndon,   and  who  rented  Mr,  Lincoln's  house  just  before 
he  removed  to  Washington,  was  Mr,  Tilton,  and  that  when  Ti Iton  moved 
to  Chicago,   the  turniture  may  have  passed  into  the  hands  of  another 
railroad  man,  by  gift  or  purchase  from  Tilton, 

The  identity  of  "Uncle  Billie  Miller"  has  not  been  ascertained 
at  this  writing,   but  there  were  a  number  of  Millers  around  about 
Springfield  in  1857  and  some  of  them  were  among  the  first  settlers  in 
?iangamon  County, 


TABLE 
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Lincoln , Illinois 


June  .24th  .1929.         j  j.. 


Lincoln  Life  Insurjamoe  Co.  AFisw»r««' 
Fcrt  Vvayne  , Indiana . 


Gentlemen: 

As  a  lover  of  Lincoln  Lore  and  as  one  of  your 
policy  holders   ,1  wiah  to  thi.nL  you  for  the  copy  of 
Lincoln '  s  i^yttysburg.  address.  I  have  framed  it  and  have 
it  ii.n  my  hoLie. 

I  photographed  the  Lincoln  table  found  here 
and  am  sending  you  rihotcgraDhs  of  .it  with  the  hope 
thc.t  you  will  be  interested  c.nd  might  rierbc-.^^j  i^u.t  a 
ntr  to  tracu  Urcle  Ei! lie  Miller  thru  the  urchives  of 
the  Sangamon  county  court  hcuse  records. 

Mr^  Wunderle  being  in  n  od'si'- ut^^  c irouuic tances 
can  ill  afford  to  snend  the  tii^e     tracirig  the  history 
of  the  tatle. 

Are  ycvi  Interested? 

Thanking  Lincoln  Life  for  3er\'-ice  rendered  in 
the  security  of  my  policy  ia.nd  wi::ihing  you  the  beet  of 
success,  Sinc^rilyy^yours , 


C  .M. Stringer  ^Photograi^feer 


P.S.  I  am  sending  newsnaper  clipningt;  together  with 
the  photographs.    I  would  also  ap^recit^te  about  three 
iLore  copies  of  the  Gettysburg  ad'^reLS  for  <^  fair.iljf. 


Here  is  the  first  published  picture  of  the  walnut  table  in  which  ■ 
George  Wunderle,  of  this  city,  discovered  a  letter  written  in  1857  and  ' 
signed  "Unklo  Billie  Miller",  saying  the  writer  hp.d  given  the  table  to 
his  friend,  Abraliam  Lincohi,  on  M.c  lattor's  idUi  v  cdrling  amiivei'sary. 
The  secret  i'.olc  bored  in  one  lr>u  above  the  castor  bu'':  i.'i  ^hown  in  the; 
picture.  The  otlicr  legs  arc  oound.  The  letter  w;is  found  after  73  years 
by  the  accidental  splitting  of  the  hollov.'  leg  while  being  bored  for  a 
larger  castor.  . 


Old  fable,  Believed  ^ 
Lincoln 's,  Found  Here 


An  old  walnut  table,  believed  to 
have  been  owned  by  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, a  wedding  gift  from  a  Spring- 
field friend,  has  come  to  light  here, 
after  having  been  stored  for  years 
in  a  Bloomington  home,  after  it  had 
been  discarded  as  of  little  value. 

The  table  is  owned  by  George 
Wunderle,  220  South  Logan  strept, 
member  of  the  firm  of  Crawford 
and  Wunderle,  who  on  Monday  dis- 
covered by  accident  that  the  relic 
probably  had  belonged  to  Mr.  Lin- 
coln. 

In  repairing  the  table  for  refinish- 
the  walnut,  he  found  a  note  hidden 
in  a  hole  where  one  of  the  casters 
was  loose.  While  the  note  might  be 
a  hoax,  it  has  all  the  earmarks  of 
genuineness,  and  effort  is  being 
made  in  Springfield  and  Blooming - 
ton  to  trace  the  early  history  of  the 
furniture. 

Wording  of  Letter. 

The  letter  follows: 

"Springfield,  111.,  Nov.  4,  1857. 

"I  may  be  dead  when  this  note  is 
found  in  the  leg  of  this  table,  where 
I  have  placed  it,  but  if  it  is  ever 
found  you  will  know  that  the  table 
was  given  to  Abraham  Lincoln  on 
his  fifteenth  wedding  anniversary, 
by  one  of  his  best  friends. 

Uncle  Billie  Miller, 

Springfield,  III. 

"November  4,  1857." 

The  paper  is  aged  and  yellow  and 
the  ink  is  of  a  pale  color,  such  as 
characterizes  old  penned  documents. 
Miller  Not  Located 

The  Courier  ascertained  today 
that  Isaac  Miller,  of  Springfield, 
has  a  Springfield  directory  of  1854, 
and  that  it  fails  to  give  the  name 
of  Billy  Miller.  The.  search  is  being 
continued  at  Sprirfgfield,  however, 
for  persons  who  may  have  known 
of  Miller  or  of  his  family,  in  an 
effort  to  authenticate  the  author- 
ship of  the  note  and  table. 

The  table  was  purchased  second- 
hand many  years  ago  in  Blooming- 
ton  of  a  railroad  man,  it  is  learned, 
by  a  relative  of  Mr.  Wunderle's,  and 
came  into  Mr.  Wunderle's  posses- 
sion only  several  months  ago. 
Thinking  it  a  good  piece  of  walnut, 
he  refinished  the  wood  and  was 
completing  his  work  when  he  made 
the  discovery. 

That  the  old  table  and  note  is  au- 
thentic was  substantiated  by  Judge 
Lawrence  B.  Stringer  of  the  Logan 
county  court,  a  close  student  and  an 
authority  on  Lincoln  lore. 

Judge  Stringer,  after  examining 
the  note  and  table  and  comparing 
historical  data  of  the  period,  re- 
ferred to  in  the  note,  said  that  there 
was  no  question  in  his  mind  but 
that  the  table  was  really  a  wedding 
gift  to  the  Lincolns,  and  that  the 
note  was  genuine. 


The  Lincolns  were  married  No- 
vember 4,  1842,  and  the  date  in  the 
note  corresponds  to  the  wedding  an- 
niversary. However  the  figures 
"15th"  are  somewhat  blurred  by  a 
blotch  and  the  age  of  the  paper. 

Still  another  clue  to  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  old  table  was  found  un- 
derneath and  on  one  side.  The  let- 
ters "R.  L."  and  the  date  "1857" 
were  scratched  in  the  wood.  These 
are  very  legible. 

Judge  Stringer  is  of  the  opinion 
that  Robert  Lincoln,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lincoln,  who  would  have  been 
13  years  old  at  that  time,  probably 
crawled  beneath  the  table  and 
scratched  his  initials  and  the  date 

on  the  table. 

Judge  Stringer  said  that  during 
1857  Lincoln  had  skirmishes  with 
Stephen  A.  Douglas  in  a  friendly  de- 
bate and  in  that  year  really  began 
to  gain  prominence. 

How  the  table  passed  out  of  the 
possession  of  the  Lincolns  is  a  mys- 
tery, although  it  is  probable  that  it 
was  disposed  of  before  Lincoln  weni 
to  the  white  house  in  Washington. 
Lincoln's  possessions  at  that  time 
were  sent  on  to  Washington  in  a 
trunk  which  he  himself  packed  and 
addressed  to  "A.  Lincoln,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C."  and  helped  load  on  an 
express  wagon  from  the  Springfield 
hotel,  at  which  the  Lincolns  stopped 
prior  to  going  to  the  capital,  accord- 
ing to  historical  data. 

The  local  man,  who  now  owns 
the  table,  said  that  it  belonged  to 
the  mother  of  a  cousin  of  his  in 
Bloomington,  and  that  they  had  had 
it  in  their  family  for  years.  The 
table  only  came  into  his  possession 
recently,  after  it  had  been  stored 
away  in  a  cellar. 

It  is  believed  the  note  and  table 
will  turn  out  to  be  valuable  and  an 
effort  is  being  made  to  trace  the 
history  of  the  table  back  to  1857. 


Obtain  Two  Clews  To 

'Vncle  Billy  Miller 
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Search  of  Sangamon  county  his- 
tories has  revealed  two  William  Mil- 
lers, either  one  of  whom  may  have 
been  the  close  friend  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  "Uncle  Billy  Miller,"  whose 
name  was  signed  to  the  time-stain- 
ed letter  foimd  in  the  leg  of  a 
table  owned  by  George  Wunderle,  of 
this  city,  and  discovered  this  week 
after  a  lapse  of  seventy-two  years 
since  the  Lincoln's  15th  wedding 
anniversary. 

Judge  L.  B.  Stringer  last  night 
found  in  a  history  of  Sangamon 
county,  published  by  the  Interstate 
Publishing  Co.  in  1881,  the  name  of 
•'William  Miller,"  a  Sangamon  sol- 
dier in  the  Civil  War  who  died  at 
Vicksburg  in  1864. 

In  addition,  there  was  a  "William 
G.  Miller,"  of  Sangamon  county, 
listed  in  Powers  Histoi-y  of  Sanga- 
mon county.  Judge  Stringer  finds. 
He  was  also  a  Civil  War  soldier,  but 
went  entirely  through  the  war  and 
was  discharged  at  its  close.  He  was 
a  son  of  Jacob  G.  Miller,  who  set- 
tled at  Chatham  in  1824  and  whose 
widow  was  still  living  on  the  home 
farm  near  Chatham  when  the  his- 
tory was  published  in  1876. 

Seek  More  Data. 

Further  effort  will  be  made  to 
trace  these  William  Millers  to  as- 
certain if  they  were  friends  of  the 
Lincolns.  The  strange  document 
would  indicate  a  close  friendship, 
and  a  belief  on  Miller's  part  that 
Lincoln  would  some  day  become 
famous. 

Reprinting  again  from  the  words 
of  the  letter: 

"Springfield,  111.,  Nov.  4,  1857. 

"I  may  be  dead  when  this  note  is 
found  in  the  leg  of  this  table,  where 
I  have  placed  it,  but  if  it  is  ever 
found  you  will  know  that  the  table 
was  given  to  Abraham  Lincoln  on 
his  fifteenth  wedding  anniversary, 
by  one  of  his  best  friends. 

.  Uncle  Billy  Miller, 

Springfield,  111." 
Believed  Genuine. 

Judge  Stringer  believes  fully  in 
the  genuineness  of  the  letter.  The 
table  has  probably  been  in  the 
hands  of  many  different  persons  in 
the  last  three-quarters  of  a  century. 
But  if  anyone  ever  made  an  attempt 
to  palm  off  a  spurious  Lincoln  relic, 
it  seems  certain  that  the  letter 
would  not  have  been  so  completely 
hidden,  but  would  have  been  so 
placed  as  to  be  more  readily  found. 

Judge  Stringer  points  out  that 
about  the  only  way  the  letter  might 
ever  be  expected  to  be  discovered 
would  have  been  when  the  table 
was  worn  out  and  was  broken  up 
for  kindling  and  destroyed. 

The  letter  was  in  a  hole,  bored 
six  inches  up  into  the  one  leg  of 
the  table,  above  the  caster  hole.  The 
other  legs  of  the  table  had  only  the 
regular  caster  holes,  and  there  was 
nothing  to  indicate  one  of  the  legs 
was  hollow  for  a  space  of  a  half 
foot  while  the  others  were  sound. 

Mr.  Wunderle  found  the  note  en- 
tirely by  accident  as  the  caster  was 
loose   and  he  decided   to  insert  a 


larger  caster.  In  boring  the  hole 
larger  he  split  the  bottom  of  the 
hollow  leg,  discovering  the  aperture 
and  faded  letter. 

Tilton  Rented  Home. 

After  Lincoln  was  elected  presi- 
dent, he  rented  his  home  in  Spring- 
field to  L.  Tilton,  president  of  the 
Great  Western  railroad,  now  a  part 
of  the  Wabash  system.  The  Lin- 
colns held  a  reception  in  their  home 
on  Feb.  6,  1861,  and  then  rented 
their  home  to  Tilton  and  moved  to 
the  Chenery  Hotel.  There  they 
stayed  five  days  before  leaving  for 
Washington  Feb.  11. 

There  is  np  record  of  a  sale  of 
furniture  during  that  week,  and  it 
is  presumed  that  Mr.  Lincoln  sold 
much  of  his  household  goods  to  Til- 
ton. Tilton  lived  in  the  house  until 
1869,  when  he  moved  to  Chicago. 
During  the  Civil  War  Tilton  opened 
the  Lincoln  homestead  to  the  pub- 
lic, for  inspection,  and  from  this,  it 
is  believed  the  house  must  have 
contained  much  of  the  original  Lin- 
coln furniture,  probably  then  owned 
by  Tilton. 

Second  Railroad  Man. 

There  is  a  further  connection,  al- 
though somewhat  remote,  that 
might  show  Tilton  owned  the  table 
and  disposed  of  it.  The  table  was 
sold  by  a  Bloomington  railroad  of- 
ficial to  Mrs.  Burns,  mother  of  Mrs. 
May  Wunderle,  of  Bloomington,  a 
cousin  of  George  Wunderle.  It  had 
been  in  the  family  for  years  and 
was  not  regarded  as  having  any 
special  value.  It  had  been  stored  in 
the  Wunderle  basement  in  Bloom- 
ington and  George  Wunderle  ob- 
tained it  to  refinish  the  walnut  and 
repair  it  as  an  antique. 


